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Soil is a living and life-giving natural resource.

-Natural Resources Conservation Service
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VHistory & Background of RCD & NRCS



Hugh Hammond Bennett
Led the soil conservation movement in the United States 

1920s and 1930s







President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
wrote a letter to the governors of all the 
states recommending legislation that 
would allow local landowners to form 
Soil Conservation Districts.



1940s ɀ2#$Ó ÆÏÒÍÅÄȣ
California Public Resources Code 
Division 9 
Special District of the State 

VLocal initiative
VLocal planning
VLocal action
VLocal responsibility
VLocal conservation



1960



Conservation work completed 
the first year:
Ɇ 3 stock water ponds

Ɇ 45 acres brush clearing

Ɇ 45 acres range seeding

Ɇ 175 acres range fertilization

Ɇ 160 acres cropping systems

Ɇ A feasibility survey, plans and specifications for one state-size irrigation and 
stock watering reservoir

Ɇ Assisted Mendocino National Forest with establishment of several dams

Ɇ Cash on hand December 31, 1960 totaled $58.51





Χίήίȣ 
Elk Creek 

Conservation District 
becomes

Glenn County-wide



/ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȣ 2#$ Ǫ .2#3

ΧίίΦȭÓ = Upper Stony Creek Watershed Program / PL566

ΨΦΦΦȭÓ= Lower Stony Creek Watershed Program

2007= New Partnership w/ Colusa Glenn Subwatershed

Additional Farm Bill Funding * AWEP * Bay-Delta BDI 

* Nationally recognized partnership (NRCS, RCD, CGSP) *



VSoil Health Partnership in Glenn County



Today & &ÕÔÕÒÅȣ "ÕÔȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÎÅ×Ȧ
2015 = Soil Health Partnership

Soil 
Health

75 
Years

1932

2011

2015







www.glenncountyrcd.org



VSpecial Recognitions



CONSERVATIONIST 
OF THE YEAR

Awarded By Glenn County Resource Conservation District



MTSJ Dairy
Ȱ-ÁÒÔÙ Poldervaarthas ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á Ȱhands-onȱ ÇÒÏ×ÅÒȟ 
with either Marty or his son Jared driving tillage and planting 
tractors, irrigating, and doing the chemical applications 
needed to bring the crop to harvestȢȱ

2016 Conservationist of the Year!



PARTNER 
OF THE YEAR

Awarded By Glenn County Resource Conservation District



Betsy M. Karle
Ȱ"ÅÔÓÙ ÈÁÓ ÓÐÅÎÔ ΧΦϽ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÆÏÓÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ 
ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÎÅ× ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ 5##%ȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÙ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȢ .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÉÓ ÓÈÅ 
knowledgeable of local natural resource issues, Betsy brings a 
research-based approach to new ideas and opportunities for our 
ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÉÎÖÁÌÕÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ

2016 Partner of the Year!
NRCS staff & Betsy - Soil Health Baseline Monitoring Day!



CONSERVATION 
AGRICULTURE SYSTEMS 

INNOVATION
Awarded By Jeffery Mitchell, UC Davis



FARMER
INNOVATOR

AWARD
In recognition of outstanding innovation in the development and

adoption of conservation agriculture systems
in California



Mike Vereschagin








